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ART LITERATURE, 

An Almanac of Sports for 1898 and an Alphabet, by William 
Nicholson (Russell). Two of the most interesting of the many de- 
lightful picture books of the year are the Almanac and Alphabet by 
William Nicholson, one of the famous Brothers Beggarstoff; poster de- 
signers, of England. The first is a series of sporting pictures — one for 
each month — and the Alphabet consists of twenty-six designs in colors. 
One need have no fear in expressing admiration for the strong, simple 
silhouettes and charming color of these designs, for no less personage 
than Mr. Whistler pronounced Mr. Nicholson one of the great artists of 
England. 

One of the late issues of La Plume, a French magazine of " All 
that is New in Art, Literature and Sociology/' is devoted entirely to 
M. Alphonse Mucha and his work. That Mucha ranks first as a poster 
artist, even before Cheret, very few who have seen his many Bernhardt 
posters or his "Seasons" will care to deny. But here we see him in 
what, to America is a new role — that of an illustrator — and while quite 
dramatic, his work in black-and-white is scarcely less strong than his 
colors. Among the hundred and twenty-odd illustrations are many 
preliminary sketches and lay-outs, and some charming pen-and-inks 
from the model. 

We notice in the International Studio^ Lane) of November, an interest- 
ing article treating of the "Guild of Handicraft at Essex House, London. " 
It is shown in what manner handicraft is made to partake of art, in the 
fact that not only may a guildsman conceive and design, but as well 
work his metal or whatever medium his product is adapted to. The 
guild originated in a small Ruskin class formed by a Mr. Ashbee, while 
he was yet at work in the office of the architect, Bodley. 

The December House Beautiful (Stone) contains an article on "The 
Work of William Nicholson," by Samuel Dauchy, illustrated by repro- 
ductions from the famous Nicholson Alphabet; a description of "The 
Atelier of Mr. Clyde Fitch, illustrated by photographs and a few "Sug- 
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-gestions on Framing," by Frederick Keppel, all of interest to artists 
and art students. The frontispiece is a reproduction from an engrav- 
ing by Bartolozzi, printed in the original color. 

A* 

The Inland Printer for December publishes the eighth paper in a 
series of illustrated articles on "Drawing for Printers/' by Ernest 
Knaufft, editor of the Art Student and director of the Chautauqua So- 
ciety of Fine Arts. The same number includes a sketch of Mr. Fred 
Richardson, the illustrator, with three excellent examples of his work; 
and a report of the cover design contest inaugurated by the J. W. But- 
ler Paper Co., with reproductions of the three prize designs and eight 
additional designs. Mr. Percival Pollard continues his department of 
"Poster Lore." Among the illustrations of this issue is an interior of 
"Wolfden," the studio of Mr. Edward Kemeys, at Bryn Mawr, repro- 
duced from a flash-light photograph. 

Four O'Clock (Swift) for December contains a coverby Henry Hutt 
and a frontispiece by Frank Holme. Among the other illustrators of 
this issue are Julia A. Roper, Charles Sarks and Roy L. Taylor. 

The December Arts for America contains articles on Frank Brang- 
wyn, William M. Chase, the St. Louis School of Fine Arts, and the 
Cosmopolitan Art Exhibition. 




COVER DESIGN, by L. Beulah Mitchell. 
Art Students' League prize for black and white. 



